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BUSSELTON–MARGARET RIVER REGIONAL AIRPORT — FUNDING 
Statement 

HON Dr STEVE THOMAS (South West) [6.30 pm]: I am thankful for this opportunity to draw a line under 
a debate, for some time I suspect, to inform members of where we have landed in relation to funding for the 
Busselton–Margaret River Regional Airport and hopefully to move forward. Several stories will run in the south 
west media tomorrow to confirm that some savings have been made, along with small funding cuts to state funding 
for the Busselton–Margaret River Regional Airport. Members might remember that we asked a question of the  

Minister for Regional Development on the day of the budget and there was some confusion about her answer until 
she stood to correct the record in the following week. On 7 September the suggestion was that there would be no 
alteration, but the minister quite rightly corrected that a week later and suggested that some savings might be made. 
Tomorrow morning it will become apparent to all that in the region of $1.5 million will be saved from the state 
funding for the Busselton–Margaret River Regional Airport. I take this opportunity to suggest that in my view 
those savings are wholly reasonable and appropriate. I suggest that the correction by the Minister for Regional 
Development in September was appropriate and has been held to in the time since, and I thank her for that. It was 
a little bit confusing, and it was confusing for some time, to work out where this project had landed, because 
although the Minister for Regional Development corrected the record, I think the Wednesday after the budget, 
around 12 September, through the next six weeks there were various statements around the south west suggesting 
that the funding had not changed at all. However, the minister had taken the time to correct the record and suggest 
that savings had been made. I think that is appropriate. I got various responses from the City of Busselton, but 
I noted with interest that on 9 June the City of Busselton advised the minister directly that it could postpone up to 
$4 million worth of civil infrastructure works on this project without having an impact, but by 15 September it had 
reversed that position and said that the $4 million of proposed savings could not be made without significantly 
affecting the project. Both of those statements were made by the mayor. The CEO then said in a statement on 
13 September that the savings proposed could be absorbed. It was extremely confusing to work out where the 
budget for the Busselton–Margaret River Regional Airport had landed and what was going to occur. 

I say in a spirit of honesty that the minister was offered $4 million worth of savings out of this project; that is on 
the record. Savings of $1.5 million were found, and I hope the minister will at some time provide the detail about 
where those savings were found. I take this opportunity to thank her and the government for making sure that the 
project continues and that it is given the importance it deserves. There certainly must have been the temptation to 
make significant savings and take the whole $4 million, but the minister and the government have not done that. 
The people of the south west are extremely grateful for where this project has landed and we look forward to 
a good outcome for the economy of the south west for many, many years to come. 
 


	BUSSELTON–MARGARET RIVER REGIONAL AIRPORT — FUNDING
	Statement


